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recommended by experts in Europe and America were tried and
adopted, with necessary modifications to suit Indian conditions.
For instance, the treatment of the enormous number of copper and
bronze objects in the Indian collections constituted a difficult task,
but an efficient and safe formula (tartaric acid, i; caustic soda, i;
water, 10) for their cleaning has been evolved, which has facilitated
this work considerably. In other cases, also, reliable methods have
been worked out so that any object, however decayed and fragile,
can be saved in the laboratories by proper methods of preservation.

The work in the Indian Museum, Calcutta, was completed at
the close of 1920; but the demand for the services of the Archaeo-
logical Chemist grew rapidly. Not only in the several museums,
but also at the excavations which the Archaeological Department
had undertaken in various parts of the country, the expert help
and advice of the Chemist was considered indispensable. It was
found necessary to fit up field laboratories at Mohenjo-Daro,
Harappa and Taxila, while assistants were trained to take simple
and urgent preservative measures at the excavations. The Central
Laboratory was also shifted to Dehra Dun, which was more con-
veniently situated than Calcutta for the principal sites of exploration.

Objects of great variety and interest have been received for
preservative treatment in the laboratories; these comprise metals
and alloys, textiles, wood, stucco, stone, pottery, faience, glass, ivory
and bone, manuscripts, paintings, etc. Special mention must, how-
ever, be made of the successful preservation of thousands of copper ,
and bronze antiquities from Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa, mostly
found in a highly corroded state on account of the great salinity of
soils at these sites. These objects were found impregnated with
cuprous chloride, which is unstable in moist air, and, therefore,
gave rise to the troublesome ' bronze disease/ The preservation of
the important collection of bronzes discovered at Nalanda is also